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DECLARATION OF S-G- IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS NATIONAL EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION AND AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS’ MOTION FOR STAY
UNDER 5 U.S.C. § 705

L, SHEEEE GEl (‘S-G-"), upon my personal knowledge, hereby declare under penalty of perjury
as follows:

1. My name is S-G-. The facts set forth in this declaration are based on my personal
knowledge, unless otherwise indicated, and, if called as a witness, I could and would testify
thereto. I am over eighteen years of age and of sound mind to declare to the facts stated
herein.

2. I am offering this Declaration in my individual capacity and not on behalf of the institution
that employs me.

3. I currently serve as a teacher in South Portland, Maine, and work with students at each
school in the district. I have been a teacher for over 15 years.

4. Tam a member of the National Education Association (NEA).

5. Our district is increasingly diverse and includes many refugees. Now, it includes about 30-
40% of students who require specialized learning programs such as English Language.
Many students are undergoing huge transitions, processing recent trauma, and experiencing
housing insecurity.

6. Before January 2025, I believed that immigration enforcement operations generally
couldn’t take place at schools because I remember hearing about it as a member of my
school’s civil rights team. Therefore, even though there had long been pockets of ICE
activity in our area in general, I was not concerned about operations taking place at school.
I do recall being worried in previous years that the policy might change, so I tracked

developments closely. Fortunately, it remained in place.
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7. 1 learned about the sensitive location policy’s rescission in 2025 when one of the
Multilingual teachers alerted staff to the change. I was very concerned about this change
and what it signaled about the world, and it reminded me of the type of targeting and
discrimination my ancestors experienced in the last century.

8. I was concerned about schools, since that is where I work, but I also was very concerned
about hospitals as sensitive locations. My child required major surgery at a young age, and
I remember the vulnerability of that time and needing to feel totally safe at the hospital and
with the doctor. I felt devastated that families would not have that anymore.

9. Immigration agents have recently been very close to a school where I work. I was driving
to work when I saw several of their cars across the street about a block away from the
school, parked in front of two businesses. Students were also arriving at school at this time,
and staff members rushed out of the building to stand along the road so that students could
pass by safely.

10. I have heard reports of ICE hanging around school bus stops in my district in what look
like “stake outs.” I feel that this is an attempt to intimidate our school community. In
response, administrators and other adult volunteers have begun riding the bus with
students, even delivering some students to and from their door.

11. My own children, who are students in my district, all have friends who have stopped
attending school due to fear of immigration enforcement on their way to or at school, or
have had a parent or older sibling detained by ICE.

12. It feels horrible not to be able to keep students safe. I can no longer even tell students that
school is a particular place where they are safe.

13. Staff members are afraid, too. Some service employees, in particular, have understandably
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refused to come to school because they are afraid of getting picked up while here.

14. As aresult, we have had minimal or no custodial staff around the district, so my colleagues
and I have been stepping up to help with that. This is a humongous undertaking and has
greatly increased our workload. Many of my colleagues are starting to burn out, and the
number of days where teachers are calling out of work has increased significantly so that
people can take care of themselves when they need to. But this leaves even more work for
others.

15. Teachers have taken on additional work and emotional labor that is way beyond everyone’s
breaking point. I am very worried that we are all becoming traumatized, including
secondary trauma from what we are seeing our students go through.

16. I am afraid that federal law enforcement may retaliate against and target me, my school, or

my students if my identity becomes public as a result of my participation in this lawsuit.

I declare under penalty of perjury and under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is true

and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Executed in || I ME on 2/10/26.

/s/ SG

S G
STEPHEN W MANNING, OSB No. 013373 BRANDON GALLI-GRAVES, Tx. No.
stephen@innovationlawlab.org, smanning@jilgrp.com 24132050*
TESS HELLGREN, OSB No. 191622 brandon.galli-
tess@innovationlawlab.org graves(@justiceactioncenter.org
RACHEL LANDRY, Mass. No.713320* ESTHER H SUNG, Cal. No. 255962*
rachel@innovationlawlab.org esther.sung@justiceactioncenter.org
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