


 
For Official Use Only 

Law Enforcement Sensitive 

As a reminder, nothing in the Interim Guidance changed. CBP continues to retain the ability to separate 
families for only the following reasons: 
 

1. Referral of a parent/legal guardian for prosecution of a non 8 U.S.C. § 1326 felony. 
2. Parent/legal guardian represents a danger to the child. 
3. The parent/legal guardian has criminal convictions for violent misdemeanors or felonies. 
4. The parent/legal guardian has a communicable disease. 

This clarification of the Interim Guidance is to be used going forward by CBP, to identify permissible 
instances of family separation.   
 
Please ensure that this memorandum is disseminated to all ports of entry within your jurisdiction.  
Should you have any questions or require additional information, please contact  
Acting Director, Enforcement Programs Division (EPD) at  
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